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Much of the information about St. Patrick comes to us from his personal memoir, entitled Confessions, which he wrote 
at the end of his life.  He began: “I, Patrick, the sinner, the most illiterate and the least of all the faithful, and contempti-
ble in the eyes of very many, had for a father Calpornius,...who belonged to the village of Bannavem Taberniae.  Now he 
had a small farm hard by, and there I was taken captive.  I was then about sixteen years of age. I did not know the true 
God; and I went into captivity to Ireland with many thousands of persons . . .” 
      Born in Britain, he was captured by Irish slavers and brought to Ireland, where he endured six years as a slave, 
shepherding his master’s flocks. While born a Christian, he was actually a baptized non-believer, living a worldly life 
with no thought of God, until his capture. During his years of slavery he had a true conversion. In his Confessions, he 
tells the reader that while a slave he heard the voice of Christ in a dream, escaped his master by trudging the entire length 
of Ireland, took passage on a pirate ship, and landed in south-western Gaul [France]. There he sought priestly ordination, 
and dreamt that the Irish people were calling him back to the isle of his captivity to save them through Christ and His 
Catholic Church. He was taught by the saintly theologian St. Germain of Auxerre, who instructed the young Patrick in 
the basics of Catholicism and the monastic rule of the recently established Order of Saint Benedict. Despite his late start 
and incomplete education, Patrick was ordained a priest, then went to Rome seeking the Pope, because the young priest 
had no doubts about his mission: Ireland.  
   For many in Rome, the 5th century was about surviving barbarian invasions, and did not appear a propitious 
time for sending missionaries north to save them. The Roman Empire was weakened by repeated invasions by barbarian 
hoardes. Indeed, Rome fell in 476 AD when the last Emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was deposed by Odoacer, the first 
non-Italian ruler in Italy, who sent the imperial regalia to Constantinople with a note stating that scepters and crowns 
were no longer needed in Rome. Ireland was seen to be just one more northern territory inhabited by untamed barbari-
ans, and all in Rome feared them. Despite the cowardly worldview of many clerics and statesmen in the Eternal City, the 
Pope, Celestine I, saw no need to tremble, and sent St. Palladius in 431 A.D. to preach the Gospel and to establish the 
Roman Church in Ireland.  Prior to his mission, there was a vague mix of Christianity and local mythology, vying with 
the wild cult of the Druids for the loyalty of the tribes and clans. Following St. Palladius, all others steadfastly refused to 
go to continue the saint’s work —except Patrick, whose uniquely forceful insistence that he be permitted to preach in the 
pagan wilds of Ireland brought him to the attention of the Pope.  Pope Celestine listened the Patrick’s request, ordained 
him a bishop and sent him to pick up where St. Palladius left off, to make the Irish Roman Christians.  
 Patrick began to work in the northwest of the Emerald Isle, where no one had yet preached the Gospel. Since 
there were no towns or fortresses on the Roman pattern, Patrick established Benedictine monasteries for men and for 
women as centers of religious life and evangelization, directly subject to him as bishop. These became the heart of local 
Catholic culture in the wilds of Ireland. These monastic centers of Catholic culture, and the disciplined Benedictine life 
of prayer, hard work, study, charity and penance, formed the backbone of Patrick’s mission in Ireland. Patrick’s principal 
home base of operations was Armagh, from which he wandered preaching and teaching the faith of Peter and Paul, es-
tablishing the Church of Christ. From there he propagated monastic life, brought clergy from Europe, taught Latin and 
theology to his younger priests, and formed local minds, hearts and culture on the Gospel, offering a share in the Divine 
Life of the Trinity through the Sacraments.  By this means, the Irish monks re-Christianized Europe in the subsequent 
centuries, preserving the Catholic faith and the classical Latin literature of western culture when all had been lost as the 
Dark Ages descended upon Europe. Irish Benedictine monasticism forged a common learned language [Latin] and Cath-
olic culture among peoples who otherwise would have had no common ground. Christ’s Catholic Church was at its heart. 
   St. Patrick’s influence on the development of the Church and culture of Ireland and Europe was immense, the 
effects of which continue to this day, nearly 1,600 after his death.  Let us pray for a dose of his love for the Church and 
his devotion to Our Lord that led him to forgive his persecutors, and preach Christ. St. Patrick, pray for us.   Happy Saint 
Patrick’s Day!!                          

Pastor’s Corner: Much of the information about St. Patrick 
comes to us from his personal memoir, entitled Confessions, which he 
wrote at the end of his life.  He began: “I, Patrick, the sinner, the most 
illiterate and the least of all the faithful, and contemptible in the eyes of 
very many, had for a father Calpornius,...who belonged to the village of 
Bannavem Taberniae.  Now he had a small farm hard by, and there I was 
taken captive.  I was then about sixteen years of age. I did not know the 
true God; and I went into captivity to Ireland with many thousands of 
persons . . .” 
      Born in Britain, he was captured by Irish slavers and brought to 
Ireland, where he endured six years as a slave, shepherding his master’s 
flocks. While born a Christian, he was actually a baptized non-believer, 
living a worldly life with no thought of God, until his capture. During his 
years of slavery he had a true conversion. In his Confessions, he tells the 
reader that while a slave he heard the voice of Christ in a dream, escaped 
his master by trudging the entire length of Ireland, took passage on a 
pirate ship, and landed in south-western Gaul [France]. There he sought 
priestly ordination, and dreamt that the Irish people were calling him back 
to the isle of his captivity to save them through Christ and His Catholic 
Church. He was taught by the saintly theologian St. Germain of Auxerre, 
who instructed the young Patrick in the basics of Catholicism and the 
monastic rule of the recently established Order of Saint Benedict. Despite 
his late start and incomplete education, Patrick was ordained a priest, then 
went to Rome seeking the Pope, because the young priest had no doubts 
about his mission: Ireland.  
   For many in Rome, the 5th century was about surviving barbarian 
invasions, and did not appear a propitious time for sending missionaries 
north to save them. The Roman Empire was weakened by repeated 

invasions by barbarian hoardes. Indeed, Rome fell in 476 AD when the last Emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was deposed 
by Odoacer, the first non-Italian ruler in Italy, who sent the imperial regalia to Constantinople with a note stating that 
scepters and crowns were no longer needed in Rome. Ireland was seen to be just one more northern territory inhabited by 
untamed barbarians, and all in Rome feared them. Despite the cowardly worldview of many clerics and statesmen in the 
Eternal City, the Pope, Celestine I, saw no need to tremble, and sent St. Palladius in 431 A.D. to preach the Gospel and to 
establish the Roman Church in Ireland.  Prior to his mission, there was a vague mix of Christianity and local mythology, 
vying with the wild cult of the Druids for the loyalty of the tribes and clans. Following St. Palladius, all others steadfastly 
refused to go to continue the saint’s work —except Patrick, whose uniquely forceful insistence that he be permitted to 
preach in the pagan wilds of Ireland brought him to the attention of the Pope.  Pope Celestine listened the Patrick’s 
request, ordained him a bishop and sent him to pick up where St. Palladius left off, to make the Irish Roman Christians.  
 Patrick began to work in the northwest of the Emerald Isle, where no one had yet preached the Gospel. Since 
there were no towns or fortresses on the Roman pattern, Patrick established Benedictine monasteries for men and for 
women as centers of religious life and evangelization, directly subject to him as bishop. These became the heart of local 
Catholic culture in the wilds of Ireland. These monastic centers of Catholic culture, and the disciplined Benedictine life of 
prayer, hard work, study, charity and penance, formed the backbone of Patrick’s mission in Ireland. Patrick’s principal 
home base of operations was Armagh, from which he wandered preaching and teaching the faith of Peter and Paul, 
establishing the Church of Christ. From there he propagated monastic life, brought clergy from Europe, taught Latin and 
theology to his younger priests, and formed local minds, hearts and culture on the Gospel, offering a share in the Divine 
Life of the Trinity through the Sacraments.  By this means, the Irish monks re-Christianized Europe in the subsequent 
centuries, preserving the Catholic faith and the classical Latin literature of western culture when all had been lost as the 
Dark Ages descended upon Europe. Irish Benedictine monasticism forged a common learned language [Latin] and 
Catholic culture among peoples who otherwise would have had no common ground. Christ’s Catholic Church was at its 
heart. 
   St. Patrick’s influence on the development of the Church and culture of Ireland and Europe was immense, the 
effects of which continue to this day, nearly 1,600 after his death.  Let us pray for a dose of his love for the Church and 
his devotion to Our Lord that led him to forgive his persecutors, and preach Christ. St. Patrick, pray for us.   Happy Saint 
Patrick’s Day!!                          

        —-Monsignor DiGiovanni   



Please pray for the sick:  Monsignor  DiGiovanni, Joseph A. Reda, Joseph E. Reda, Lisa D’Acunto, Gary Vujs ,Thomas 
Timon, Margaret Jean Velanzon, Christopher Heap, Ruth Schlieper, John Walsh, Kendall Gleason, Frank Seely, Julia Olyveira, 
Caitlin McNamee, Karin Moberg, Gayle Moore, Tom McKee, Maggie Ward, Bill Baumann, Debbie Valentine, Fr. Richard Hinkley, 
Elaine Mellace, Richard Ridge, George Johnson, Lucy Esposito,  Isaac Georges, Elizabeth Caserta, Ruth Coyle, Yolanda Bove, 
Agnes Ostrowski, Marva Mitchell, Michael Cole, Wyanna Burke, Janet Caione, Joseph Kung, Michael Scully, Nyal Colies, Dorothy 
Keyes, Mary Duffy, Pat Farenga, Kenyon Jimmy Valcour, Jennifer Marciano, Timothy Lyons, Gene Gavin, Richard Ridge, June 
Roberts, Marie Cassis, Patricia Morgan, Vittorio Faugno, Dionysia Oliveira, Mary Ellen Callahan, Louise Wiles, Isaac Lopez, Ron 
Frasca, Lisa Giugno, Michele Giugno, Maria Trivino, Maria Gabriela Mossa, Paula Bennett, Mildred Beirne. 
 

Please pray for those who have recently died: Fred Dunn, Shir ley Mailhot, Roger  Borrelli , Barbara Schuerger , Mary Bauer , 
Frank Santaro,  John G. Mossa, Sr., Marion Dal Molin, Todd Dowty, Gerald E. Clarke, Rosemarie C. Clarke, Joseph W. Evans, 
Nicholas Macca, Thomas Mills, Sr.Ellen Mary, Charlee Burns, Martha McRoskey, John R. Glover, Louise Morello, Joevil 
Basulgan DelaCruz, Glen Nadin, John Mellace, Lucy Hawthorn, Ann Borkowski, Art Reynolds, Lena Cocchia, Dr. Pat Santagata, 
Elma Hefferna, Anne Mennona, Emile Maignan, Regina Derrisaint, Joanne Santarsiero, Carmen Colon Diaz, Kathryn Anne 
Marciano, Marilyn VanAuken, Joyce Patten, Katherine Kimberly, Mary Louise Wakin, David Kochosky, Jonathan Shearman, 
Debbie Schemmel,  Susanne and Suzanne DePreta 
 

Our Lady's Altar Votive Light: +Ed and Ann Cody, Bill and Felicitas Cody, members of the Burns 
and Cody families req. Erin Cody  
 

Banns of Marriage:   II Banns:  Brice Kevin Assie and Candace Nicole Galante  
 

The Lenten rules of fasting and abstinence from eating meat apply on Ash Wednesday & Good 
Friday: Fasting refers to the cutting back on the amount of food eaten on cer tain days, and 

applies to those aged 14-60 years old, unless ill or suffering from a medical condition. Fasting means 
that only one full meal [on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday] is to be taken and NO snacking 

between meals. Abstinence from eating meat means that no meat be eaten on Ash Wednesday, Good 
Friday, or on any Fridays of Lent. This is a simple way to begin doing penance for our  sins.  All 
Fridays during Lent are days of abstinence from eating meat for those 14 years and older, unless 
sickness or medical conditions prevent this.  If one is ill, 60 years or older, or suffers from any 

medical condition, these rules and practices do not apply. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Stations of the Cross: Each Fr iday dur ing Lent at 4:00 pm in English in the Basilica 
 

Catholic Young Adults of Stamford: We are Catholic young adults in our  20s and 30s, We regular ly 
meet for social events and community service projects. Join us for our monthly Sunday dinner following 
5pm Mass. Connect with us on Facebook or Meetup, or  email us at catholicyastamford@gmail.com                     
Walking with Purpose Registration is now open: WWP reaches out to women who desire to grow in 
their faith using a Scripture based program that is fresh, relevant, and focused on conversion of heart more 
than intellectual development. We begin with the basics, knowing that we can never master the core 
truths; there is always greater depth to explore. We will meet Tuesday mornings in the Rectory from 
9:30am-11:30am beginning again on March 5th. Childcare is available. For more information, contact 
Rosa Federici at: wwptbsj@gmail.com                                            
Crossroads 4 Christ (C4C) is a community of Catholic young adults seeking to develop a relationship 
with Christ and one another through Eucharistic adoration, Christ-centered friendship, and the mission of 
evangelization. Every Thursday they meet from 7:30 - 8:30pm for formation and fellowship in Harbor 
Point (contact c4cstamford@gmail.com for address) followed by Eucharistic Adoration from 8:30-
9:30pm at Saint John Fischer in Stamford. All young adults ages 18-39 are welcome!                           
FORMED: Sign Up at  BSTJE.FORMED.ORG  with Access Code WWT2NF: Formed is an online 
platform that provides access to the best Catholic audio talks, movies, e-books, and video-based studies 
from trusted providers like the Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, Catholic Answers, Sophia Institute 
Press, and St. Paul Center– right at your fingertips, without cost.  



March 24th Sunday Readings:  EX 3:1-8A, 13-15; 1 COR 10:1-6,10-12; LK 13:1-9  
 

Baptism/Confirmation Sponsorship Certificate:  When asked to be a sponsor , a cer tificate is needed from your  
home parish. If the  priest does not know you personally, or by sight, the only other way of knowing you as a practicing 
Catholic is by confirming your mass attendance by your use of weekly envelopes.  
 

Birthright: seeks volunteers: Support women to bring their babies to term, providing pregnancy tests, connecting wom-
en with medical, financial, legal and other resources.  Flexible schedules; training provided. They are in need of mater-
nity and baby clothes, all sizes and seasons. Call 203-348-4355 or www.birthright.org if you can help.  
 

Project Rachel Ministry: Offers free and confidential help to those seeking healing after  abor tion. Come back to 
God’s love and mercy. Call 203-895-3554 or  projectrachel@diobpt.org for more information. 
 

End Legalized Abortion:  Abor tions take place daily at Stamford’s Planned Parenthood, 35 Sixth Street.  Help us 
stop this by joining parishioners in front of the facility on Wednesday or Friday mornings, 8am-10:30am, or even just 
for 30 minutes. We pray and silently bear witness to the sanctity of human life. Our presence has helped convince ex-
pectant mothers to spare their children. Call Noelle at 857-345-0808 for specialized training as a Sidewalk Counselor.        
 

Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat: March 28th-31st at the Blue Army Shrine in Asbury, NJ:A retreat for Sac-
ramentally married couples that provides them with an opportunity to begin their spiritual journey together (or deepen it 
if it already exists) as well as an introduction to Domestic Church for those interested in beginning formation in a Do-
mestic Church circle.   Register at: https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/domestic-church-evangelization-retreat-march-28-
31-2019-blue-army-shrine 
 

Not Married in the Catholic Church? Please call the parish (203) 324-1553 or Fr. Gill at  to make an appointment, to 
discuss the Church’s teaching on marriage and the possibility of getting married in the Church. This also applies to those 
who want to learn more about seeking an annulment. 
 

Job Seekers: Next Meeting March 27th Led by Melanie Szlucha whose company, Red Inc., is a leader  in helping 
find jobs. Meetings are held in Monsignor Nagle Hall on the 4th Wednesday of every month from 7:30 to 9PM. Topics 
include Job Interviewing, Resumes, Networking and Job Search Strategies.  THERE IS NO CHARGE, this is free job 
coaching. Call Melanie Szlucha at 203-866-1606, or melanie@redincllc.com. 
 

Regina Caeli Academy- Upcoming Events in April: Looking for  an amazing resource center  devoted to a classical 
education and the Catholic faith? Regina Caeli meets in Wilton (254 Danbury Road), serving PreK-3 - 12th grade. Stu-
dents attend Socratic and hands-on classrooms two days per week and are homeschooled the remaining days.  *Touring 
Event, April 1st: Presentation begins at 10:30am and includes a tour , classroom observation, and Q&A. Refresh-
ments served; children are welcome! To RSVP, please contact Lisa Frawley, Coordinator of Education, lfraw-
ley.fcc@rcahybrid.org or call (203) 701-9154. *Fabulous Fathers Priest Talent Show, April 26th: Join us for an evening 
of dinner, entertainment, and auctions with our emcees Mike and Alicia Hernon of the Messy Family Project. The fun 
will last from 6pm-10:30pm at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Weston, CT. Purchase your tickets at www.rcahybrid.org 
or contact Elizabeth Grayson at egrayson.fcc@rcahybrid.org. 
 

New Opportunities to Work With High School Students at Future 5:  Future 5 helps connect low-income high 
school students in Stamford to their full potential, leading to independence and productive citizenship.  Our volunteer 
opportunities range from a couple of hours a week to a couple of hours a month.  You can get involved working with 
students on college readiness, after-school tutoring, community service, helping out with special events .... or just come 
help us with our mailings and general office work for an hour a week.  We need your time, talent and heart!  It's a won-
derful way to help these deserving kids and make a huge difference in the community! For more information, contact 
Megan Carey at mcarey@futurefive.org or  (203) 722-6374.  

 

Weekly Sunday collection:  
      
     Sunday         March 10, 2019           $  13,126.31 
     Sunday         March 11, 2018           $  13,726.94 
 
 

 Please increase your Sunday offering by $5.00 each weekend. “I ask you one thing: do 
not tire of giving to God, but do not give your leftovers.”---Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta 



 
 

 

 

Parochial Vicar Column: 
 
 Well, here we are again in the midst of Lent! The word “Lent” has a particular back-
ground which is quite fascinating and inspiring…here it is according to aletia.com: 
Similar to the English word “Easter,” the word “Lent” was originally a secular word with no 
particular religious associations. 
 

 The word is traced etymologically to an Old English word lencten (related to 
“lengthen,” referring to the lengthening of days) that simply referred to the season of spring. 
It is also related to a Teutonic word with the same meaning. 
 

 The penitential season in the Church always fell during the springtime in Europe and 
over the centuries the word “Lent” became synonymous with the liturgical period. Addition-
ally, for the Anglo-Saxon people it was an easier word than the official Latin title. In Latin it 
is called quadragesima, which means the “40 days” (or more literally the “40th day” before 
Easter). This term identifies the season with the 40-day period of preparation before the cele-
bration of Jesus’s Passion, death and resurrection. 
 

 Nevertheless, spiritual writers have pointed out how this identification is spiritually 
beneficial. Lent is generally seen as a time of spiritual renewal, a type of “spiritual spring,” 
when a soul is renewed in fervor and cleansed of all impurities. Saint John Paul II summa-
rized it well during a General Audience in his pontificate: 
 “Here then is revealed the meaning and necessity of the Lenten season which, by its 
call to conversion, leads us through prayer, penance and acts of fraternal solidarity to renew 
or reinvigorate our friendship with Jesus in faith, to free ourselves from the deceptive promis-
es of earthly happiness and once again to savor the harmony of the interior life in authentic 
love for Christ.” (Pope St. John Paul II). 
 

 Let the Lord Jesus do something new and fresh and life-giving in your soul this Lent, 
as He continually renews the world every Easter! 
 

 Of course, this weekend’s message would not be complete without a recognition of the 
great St. Patrick who is so revered by many of our parishioners. St. Patrick was originally 
British, but captured by Irish raiders and forced to work as a slave in Ireland at the age of six-
teen. Laboring as a shepherd, he had ample time to pray, and the beauty of the Irish country-
side taught him about the love of God. He experienced a profound deepening of his faith dur-
ing this trial, and when he finally escaped six years later and returned to his home, he re-
solved to become a priest. He was ordained a priest and bishop, but felt called to return to Ire-
land to convert the pagans there. Spending the rest of his life on the Emerald Isle, he convert-
ed thousands to the Faith and was truly responsible for how deeply rooted Christianity be-
came on the island. Many of us from Ireland can trace our family’s Catholicism to the work 
that Patrick accomplished. Not just a day for corned beef and green beer, let us give thanks to 
the remarkable man that St. Patrick was, for without him, many of us would never have come 
from a nation that was (until recently) so deeply Catholic!      
            -Fr. Gill 



Mass Intentions 
 +  Denotes Deceased 
 
Saturday, March 16, 2019 
4:00   +William P. Sweeney req. Fanny Sweeney  
Sunday, March 17, 2019: Second Sunday of Lent  
7:30   +Katherine Ann and Patrick McCann req. by family  
10:00    Deceased Men and Ladies of the Ancient Order of Hibernians req. Erin Cody  
12:00 +Joseph W. Evans req. Mirella Liotta  
5:00   +William Smith  
Monday, March 18, 2019: Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
8:00     Souls in Purgatory 
12:10 +Katrina Nikaj req. Age 
Tuesday, March 19, 2019: Saint Joseph 
8:00   +Patrick Kane & Family req. Estate of Catherine Kane & Family 
12:10   Sp. Int. of Keri Landeche 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 
8:00     Sp. Int. of Jane Marie Raiteri req. Rosario  
12:10   Sp. Int. of Gail Piria req. family  
Thursday, March 21, 2019 
8:00   +Dr. Pat Santagata req. by his family 
12:10 +Patrick Hart req. Patricia Mignogna  
Friday, March 22, 2019 
8:00   +Juana T. Mazareigos req. Blanca Reyes 
12:10 +Ernesto Franco req. Mr. and Mrs. Ingram  
Saturday, March 23, 2019: Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo  
8:00   +Mark Gagnier req. Erin and Chris Fisher  
12:10 + Dr. Pat Santagata req. by his family 
 
Baptisms: Are celebrated every day of the week, according to the schedule of the par ish 
priests and the families. Baptisms at St. John’s are one-family only ceremonies: never groups. 
For more information, please call Keri, (203-324-1553, ext 0). Baptisms are offered for 
parishioners only. Baptisms are offered in English, French, Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact and begin meeting with one of the par ish pr iests for at 
least 6 months before a hoped for wedding date at Saint John’s. Please call the parish secretary, 
Keri, or one of the priests for an initial discussion. Weddings are offered for parishioners only.  
 

Holy Name Society: For men of the par ish, meets Fridays in the Rectory, 7-7:50 a.m. for 
coffee, Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction. All men are  welcome.  We finish in time for the 
8a.m. Mass.  
 

The Legion of Mary: Wednesday Evenings: 7:30 pm till 9:00 pm in the Msgr. Nagle Hall. 
    
 



Daily & Weekend Mass Schedule: 
Monday through Saturday:  8:00a.m. & 12:10p.m. 
 

Saturday (Sunday Vigil):  4:00p.m. (Hymns) 
Sunday:   7:30 a.m.  (No Music) 
    10:00 a.m. Family Mass     
     12noon  Solemn Mass (Gregorian Chant) 
    5:00 p.m.  (No Music)  
 

Holy Days of Obligation: 
- Vigil Mass (evening before):  5:15p.m. 
- Holy Day:  8:00a.m., 12:10p.m. & 5:15p.m. 
 

Confessions:  
(English, Francais, Espanol, Italiano, Portoguese, Deutsch). 

Mon-Fri: 11:30-11:50 a.m.  
Saturday:  3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00-7:25, 9:30-9:55, 11:30-11:55 a.m. 
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory. 
 

Baptism 
Parents must be parishioners of St. John’s. Please 
call the parish office: 324-1553, ext. 0.   
 

First Communion and Confirmation 
For information on Religious Education, please  
e-mail religioused@stjohnsstamford.com, attention  
Ms. Anne Marie Carpanzano. Confirmation is a two-
year program.   
 

Sacramental Records  call the parish secretary,   
Mon-Fri: 9am - 4pm.in the rectory, 324-1553, ext. 0. 
 

Marriage 
Engaged couples [bride or groom must be a St. John’s 
parishioner and attending Sunday Mass regularly] 
should contact one of the St. John’s parish priests at 
least 6 months in advance of the wedding. Marriages 
are not performed on Sundays at St. John’s.   
 

Sick Calls, First Friday Communion Calls, and 
the Anointing of the Sick: Our priests would be 
happy to bring Communion, hear Confession and 
administer the Sacrament of the Sick to anyone 
seriously ill, homebound or in the hospital. Please 
call the rectory: 324-1553, ext. 0. 
 

Devotions 
 Miraculous Medal Novena:  Monday, following the  
 8:00 a.m. Mass. 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday, 

 following the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 12:00 p.m. 
 Daily Rosary following the 12:10 Mass: Mon-Sat. 
 

The Basilica of  St. John Bookstore Hours 
Sunday:     10:45a.m. - 12 Noon.  
Thursday:  11:30a.m. -  1:00p.m. (Closed during Mass) 
Friday:       11:30a.m. -  1:00p.m. (Closed during Mass) 

CHOIR  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Interested in joining one of the Ba-
silica’s Choirs? We’d love to have 

you! 
 

The Basilica Choir is open to all 
members of the church and the 

community at large. The Basilica 
Choir sings the 10am Family Mass 

as well as Feasts throughout the 
year.  They rehearse on Thursday 
evenings at 7pm. during the pro-
gram year (September – Corpus 

Christi), A pleasant singing voice, 
some ability to read music, and 

Thursday evening availability are 
the basic requirements for this en-

semble. 
 

The Basilica Schola is composed 
of professional singers and audi-

tioned volunteers, the Schola sings 
for the 12pm High Mass and all 

major Feasts throughout the year. 
The Schola rehearses Sunday 

morning prior to the 12pm Mass. 
There are no weeknight rehearsals.     

 
For more information please con-

tact: 
Nick Botkins: 

choirmaster@stjohnbasilica.org 
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