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     Pastor’s Corner: In ancient Israel, it was understood that with the coming of the Messiah, the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit would take place, and Israel would be purified of its sins [Num 11:29; Is 59: 
21]. With the coming of John the Baptist and Our Lord, there occurred a 
reawakening of this hope, which had become limited to views of the Messiah as one 
who would free Israel from the Roman Empire. With the coming of Our Lord, and 
through His death, resurrection and ascension, the relationship of Israel and of all 
creation with God is restored, and blessings are now to be had. Of these, the two 
greatest spoken of are the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 2:38-40).  
 The Apostles, through Saint Peter, after having received the Holy Spirit on 
that first Pentecost, preach to the assembled Jews and foreigners in Jerusalem. The 
hallmark of this earliest teaching is not condemnation of those who killed Jesus—as 
would have been expected under the usual “Eye for an eye” practice of legitimized 
vengeance. Rather, Peter tells his hearers that all may receive the benefits of the 
Savior if they repent of their sins—even of having killed Jesus, Himself—receive 
Jesus’ forgiveness, and be baptized into the community of the saved: the Church 
established by Christ, Himself, on the Apostles. The outpouring the Holy Spirit and 
the forgiveness of sins are the two most potent of gifts given by Christ and the 
Eternal Father to all those who come to the Church.  
 As we read in the Acts of the Apostles (11:26), that the disciples or 
believers of Jesus were first called “Christians”, receiving that name in the city of 

Antioch, in what is today’s Syria.  Yet, during the subsequent years, various groups appeared, separated from the Apostles, who 
called themselves Christians, while teaching the wildest and strangest of beliefs that had nothing to do with Christ or His Church. 
The hallmark of these groups was, besides their odd teachings or demands, was that each group offered salvation on to a few 
people: they were exclusive clubs, as it were, offering membership only to those of a specific tribe, group, city or nation. Everyone 
else had no chance of salvation, at lest according to their founders. Gnostics, Judaizers, Novatians, Docetists and Nicolaitians, to 
name only a few. These were small groups who denied that God had become Incarnate, or that He actually had died on the Cross, 
or protested that He never had been raised from the dead, or that salvation came only to a few enlightened. Most of the world has 
forgotten these people and their beliefs (except for historians and antiquarians!). Yet, they threatened the salvation of many because 
they taught false doctrines that led many astray from the true Christ and His Church. 
 It was also in the city of Antioch, just a few decades after the Church was called “Christian” that it received another 
name—from its bishop. Saint Ignatius of Antioch was a disciple of Saint Peter. After Saint Peter began the Church in Antioch, he 
appointed Ignatius to head the community there, and ordained him a bishop. By the end of the first century, Ignatius was a very old 
man, and he was arrested during one of the Roman imperial persecutions, dragged in chains across Asia Minor, thrown onto a ship 
and brought to Rome where, in 107 a.d., he was thrown to the lions in the Colisseum in Rome. As he was being dragged to Rome in 
chains, he wrote a series of letters to the Church in the various towns and cities he passed by. Famous towns such as Magnesia, 
Smyrna, Ephesus, Trallia and Rome—all but the last no longer exist. Writing to the Church in Smyrna, he instructed them to 
beware of the false groups mentioned above, and told them: “You must all follow the lead of the bishop, as Jesus Christ followed 
that of the Father; follow the priests (presbyters, in Greek) as you would the Apostles; reverence the deacons as you would God’s 
commandment. Let no one do anything touching the Church, apart from the bishop. Let that celebration of the Eucharist be 
considered valid which is held under the bishop or anyone to whom he has committed it. Where the bishop appears, there let the 
people be, just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church” (Letter to the Smyrnians,8).  
 Which is the Church of Christ? Saint Ignatius was clear: it is Katholikos: Catholic, in Greek, which means Universal.  It is 
unlike those sects or heretical religious groups claiming to be Christian, but only found in one or two cities; applied only to small 
groups; or were established by a government or king. They were local creations, offering membership only to a few people. The 
authentic Church founded by Christ on the Apostles, and empowered by the Pentecost outpouring of the Holy Spirit with the power 
to forgive sins, is the one to be found in every city in every nation, around the globe, offering salvation to everyone and anyone 
who will repent of sins and have faith in Our Lord.  Even before the Emperor Constantine legalized the Catholic Church in the early 
4th century, the Church of Christ could be found in every city of the Empire—despite the repeated imperial efforts to destroy the 
Church by legalized persecutions.   
 On this great feast of Pentecost, let us thank Our Lord for the gift of our Catholic Faith: the faith of the Apostles, which 
has been handed on in an unbroken chain from Christ, to the Twelve, to their successors, the popes and bishops in communion with 
them. Let us live worthily of the gifts we have all received through the Sacraments, and, in particular, those seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit we received at our Confirmation—the same gifts the Apostles and the Mother of God received on that first Pentecost. 
Through these spiritual gifts that come to us through the Sacraments instituted by Christ in His Catholic Church, and through His 
revelation in Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church, we should daily turn from sin, embrace and imitate Our Lord in 
virtue, grow in knowledge and grace of Him who loves us. For Jesus is intimately united with us through His Church—He is the 
Head and we the body—and through that communion with Him and His saints, we are headed for eternal life, if only we try a little 
to imitate Him, and let Our Lord do the rest.  

       —-Monsignor DiGiovanni 



Please pray for the sick:  Monsignor  DiGiovanni, Lucille Kermidas O’Boyle, John Mossa, J r ., Timothy Lyons, 
Joseph A. Reda,  Vujs ,Thomas Timon, Margaret Jean Velanzon, Christopher Heap, Ruth Schlieper, John Walsh, 
Kendall Gleason, Frank Seely, Julia Olyveira, Karin Moberg, Gayle Moore, Tom McKee, Maggie Ward, Bill Baumann, 
Debbie Valentine, Fr. Richard Hinkley, Elaine Mellace, Richard Ridge, George Johnson, Lucy Esposito,  Isaac Georges, 
Elizabeth Caserta, Ruth Coyle, Yolanda Bove, Agnes Ostrowski, Marva Mitchell, Michael Cole, Wyanna Burke, Janet 
Caione, Joseph Kung, Michael Scully, Nyal Colies, Dorothy Keyes, Mary Duffy, Pat Farenga, Kenyon Jimmy Valcour, 
Jennifer Marciano, Timothy Lyons, Gene Gavin, Richard Ridge, June Roberts, Marie Cassis, Patricia Morgan, Vittorio 
Faugno, Dionysia Oliveira, Mary Ellen Callahan, Louise Wiles, Isaac Lopez, Ron Frasca, Lisa Giugno, Michele 
Giugno, Maria Trivino, Maria Gabriela Mossa, Paula Bennett, Mildred Beirne. 
 

Please pray for those who have recently died: Patr icia Flanaghan, Daniel Koetke, Lillian Torpin, Joseph E. Reda, 
Loretta Wallace, Fred Dunn, Shirley Mailhot, Roger Borrelli , Barbara Schuerger, Mary Bauer, Frank Santaro,  John G. 
Mossa, Sr., Marion Dal Molin, Todd Dowty, Gerald E. Clarke, Rosemarie C. Clarke, Joseph W. Evans.  
 

One Collection. . .There will only be one collection today.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

St. John's Pickup Sports League is still going strong! Everyone of all ages and skill levels are still welcome 
to join us on Monday nights, 6:30-8:30pm, at Trinity Catholic High School for some sports and recreation. A 
great chance to get to know your fellow parishioners! No need to sign-up, just show up! 
 

St. John's Youth Ministry - We are trying to start a youth ministry program here at St. John's in the Fall! 
What is youth ministry? It is a time for young people to gather with their peers and with 
adult mentors, to learn more about their Catholic faith, to develop a personal friendship 
with the Lord Jesus, and to grow into a community of young disciples! It is not like CCD 
- rather, it is a fun gathering filled with sports and games, food, friendship, spiritual talks, 
times of prayer, and activities that apply our faith to our everyday life. But we need your 
feedback! If you have a son or daughter who will be in middle school or high school 
during the 2019/2020 school year, please fill out our Youth Ministry survey! Please have 
your smartphone scan the QR code printed here! Alternately, you can find a link on the 
St. John's website. Many thanks! 
 

Communion Reminder– A friendly reminder that once you have received communion, please do not cross 
the opposite communion line, i.e. do not walk in front of the other priest distributing communion.  
 

Fathering Your Family to Heaven- St. Aloysius in New Canaan, is hosting Renzo Or tega, Youth 
Minister at St. Rose of Lima and Marriage Prep Coordinator for our Diocese, for an evening presentation 
entitled “Fatherin g Your Family to Heaven” on Thursday, June 12, 2019 at 7:00pm in our Stapleton Hall (40 
Maple Street) adjacent to the church building.  Fathers, Grandfathers, soon to be fathers, future fathers and 
Ladies invited!    

Rectory Furniture- The rectory has two desks, miscellaneous furniture, and 
glassware available for taking. Please contact the parish office to coordinate if you 
are interested. (203-324-1553 ext.1)  
     SAVE THE DATES  

The Feast of Corpus Christi is on June 23rd.The Noon Mass will include an 
indoor Procession of the Blessed Sacrament with music sung by the Basilica Choir 
and Orchestra. All are welcome.  

Children’s Choir Camp–  The Basilica of St. John’s is hosting a children’s 
music camp August 5th-9th from 9AM-3:00PM. Children and teens ages 10-17 are 
invited. More information to follow.  



June 16th Sunday Readings:  PRV 8:22-31,  ROM 5:1-5, JN 16:12-15  
 

Baptism/Confirmation Sponsorship Certificate:  When asked to be a sponsor , a cer tificate is needed from your  
home parish. If the  priest does not know you personally, or by sight, the only other way of knowing you as a practicing 
Catholic is by confirming your mass attendance by your use of weekly envelopes.  
 

Birthright: seeks volunteers: Support women to bring their babies to term, providing pregnancy tests, connecting wom-
en with medical, financial, legal and other resources.  Flexible schedules; training provided. They are in need of mater-
nity and baby clothes, all sizes and seasons. Call 203-348-4355 or www.birthright.org if you can help. 
 

Project Rachel Ministry: Offers free and confidential help to those seeking healing after  abor tion. Come back to 
God’s love and mercy. Call 203-895-3554 or  projectrachel@diobpt.org for more information. 
 

End Legalized Abortion:  Abor tions take place daily at Stamford’s Planned Parenthood, 35 Sixth Street.  Help us 
stop this by joining parishioners in front of the facility on Wednesday or Friday mornings, 8am-10:30am, or even just 
for 30 minutes. We pray and silently bear witness to the sanctity of human life. Our presence has helped convince ex-
pectant mothers to spare their children. Call Noelle at 857-345-0808 for specialized training as a Sidewalk Counselor.        
 

Not Married in the Catholic Church? Please call the parish office (203) 324-1553 to make an appointment to discuss 
the Church’s teaching on marriage and the possibility of getting married in the Church. This also applies to those who 
want to learn more about seeking an annulment. 
 

Job Seekers: Next meeting: June 26, 2019 Led by Melanie Szlucha whose company, Red Inc., is a leader  in help-
ing find jobs. Meetings are held in Monsignor Nagle Hall on the 4th Wednesday of every month from 7:30 to 9PM. 
Topics include Job Interviewing, Resumes, Networking and Job Search Strategies.  THERE IS NO CHARGE, this is 
free job coaching. Call Melanie Szlucha at 203-866-1606, or melanie@redincllc.com. 
 

FORMED: Sign Up at  BSTJE.FORMED.ORG  with Access Code WWT2NF: Formed is an online platform that 
provides access to the best Catholic audio talks, movies, e-books, and video-based studies from trusted providers like 
the Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, Catholic Answers, Sophia Institute Press, and St. Paul Center– right at your fin-
gertips, without cost.             

Catholic Adventures: Join Catholic young adults in their 20s and 30s for adventurous activities throughout the year. 
Connect with us on Facebook (Catholic Adventures) or email us at CatholicAdventuresStamford@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Regina Caeli Academy, Admissions- Join our  exciting mission to form the next generation of Catholics! Regina 
Caeli Academy (www.rcahybrid.org) provides a classical, hybrid education in the Catholic tradition. Pre K3 - 12th 
grade students attend Socratic, hands-on classes taught by trained tutors two days a week and homeschool on the re-
maining days. Lesson plans for home days are included and optimized for in-home education.  For enrollment infor-
mation, please contact our admissions representative at admissions@rcahybrid.org or (470) 239-0259. 
  

Regina Caeli Academy, a homeschool resource center , seeks part-time tutors for  the 2019-2020 academic year. 
Located in Wilton, RCA offers tutoring in a Socratic classroom setting on Mondays and Thursdays. The positions are 
paid hourly, and child care is provided!  Requirements include a love of classical learning and an Oath of Fidelity to the 
Catholic Church.  We seek tutors in diverse fields, including high school Mathematics, Latin and Language Arts.  Send 
your resume and a cover letter to cbalmer@rcahybrid.org. www.rcahybrid.org.   

  

 

Weekly Sunday collection:  
    
     Sunday         June 2, 2019                  $ 12,180.29 
     Sunday         June 3, 2018               $ 16,465.06 
   
 

 Please increase your Sunday offering by $5.00 each weekend. “I ask you one thing: do 
not tire of giving to God, but do not give your leftovers.”---Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta 



 
 

 

 

Parochial Vicar Column: 
One of my life’s mottos is “Bring them to Jesus and get out of the way.” Jesus can work and move so powerfully if we 
bring others to Him, and then let Him do the work! 
 Never was that more clearly on display than this past Saturday evening when St. John’s parish participated in our 
first Night Vigil. 
 It was a tremendous night all around. Our Eucharistic Lord was exposed upon the altar, the doors were open, and 
our parishioners hit the streets with pamphlets, Rosaries, Miraculous Medals, and candles to invite people to come and 
visit the Blessed Sacrament. From my vantage point at the back of the church, I could see a steady stream of people com-
ing in, lighting candles, and being deeply moved by the silence and beauty in His presence. 
 It was also tremendous to see how our parishioners answered the call to “go out and preach the Gospel”! This is 
the call of every Christian, and these courageous twenty-five or so hit the streets and started conversations in the Mall, in 
Columbus Park, down by Mill River, up on Bedford Street…you name it, and the Gospel was being preached in this 
city! 
 There are some amazing glory stories from this profound night of grace and Adoration: 
 From one of our young adult parishioners: “We encountered so many people on the street - we even had a couple 
cry when we asked them what we could pray for them about. It was unbelievable!” 
 From one of our greeters who stood at the door of the church: “The Night Vigil was surely grace filled!  I was a 
greeter but my job was easy!  So many folks who stopped by already had their candles in their hands, and just needed a 
welcome, to come on up the steps of St. John’s and enter the holiest place on Atlantic Street last night! I found that it 
made the most sense to walk up the steps with them, to open wide the doors of Christ and to bring them into the church.  
Each time I blessed myself with Holy Water, I gave a little prayer that they would feel the presence of Christ.  And my 
prayers were answered.  I would explain that this was a Holy Hour and that Jesus Christ, Body, Blood, Soul and Divini-
ty was on the altar and that other folks were there praying.  I would lead them to the statue of Our Blessed Mother and 
show them where to light their candles.  I told them they could say a little prayer there at the candle or were welcome to 
kneel or sit with the others in church.  Some stayed a while, some stayed a short time but they all seemed to be in awe of 
the welcome they received and the holiness of our church.  It was an amazing night and folks seemed to come out of 
Church with a grateful light in their eyes.” 
 Another testimony from an evangelizer: “I felt timid at first (as this was my first time evangelizing this way). 
Then together with my partners we first talked to 4 ladies, all Catholic, one of them told me that God has a special plan 
for me, that inspired me and encouraged me (I took that as a sign from God). Next I approached a young mother with 4 
children, the youngest 1-1/2yrs the oldest 12 yrs old (2 yrs here from Mexico). They were strolling leisurely around Co-
lumbus Park square I asked if they were Catholic, the mother said yes, so I gave them candles and suggested to go inside 
the Basilica to see how beautiful it is and to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. I also asked the older girl, Brenda, if 
she had received First Holy Communion. She said no. I immediately seized the moment to escort them in Church myself. 
It was an awesome moment for all of us. I have to say we were all awestruck as we knelt at the rail. I presented this new 
family to Our Blessed Lord. We lit each a candle, I gave the mother the Church bulletin and told Brenda they should call 
the rectory to register for First Holy Communion as I am a First Communion catechist, I said I look forward to having 
her in my class.” 
 Finally one last testimony: “One of the first people I engaged was a gentleman standing near the curb.  We ex-
changed greetings, and I asked if there were any way I could be praying for him.  He hesitated for a moment but did not 
look away, and then asked if I would pray for his daughter.  That opened the gates for a great conversation - his daugh-
ter Sophia has just moved away from home for the first time and is at UCONN Stamford for a 10-week course.  She is 
involved in FOCUS, a Catholic ministry at the Storrs campus, and they were hoping that she would get involved in 
Church activities in Stamford.  Sophia’s mother joined the conversation, and she shared her testimony on returning to 
the Catholic Church. I encouraged them to connect Sophia with him through St. John’s and invited them to go to Adora-
tion at the Church that evening.  We parted ways with great warmth and smiles.  About an hour later, I was walking to-
wards St. John’s and realized that Sophia’s parents were walking from St. John’s. Sophia’s mom greeted me as if I were 
an old friend with an enormous hug, letting me know they had just gone to Adoration and had experienced tremendous 
peace.  She said that our conversation, the prayers spoken over both of them as we stood together, and most of all Ado-
ration had been just what they needed in their worry and anxiety.  Praise God for how the Holy Spirit weaves all things 
together and allows empty vessels such as us to be used for His purposes!  Continuing to carry Sophia and her parents 
in my prayers.” 
 Thank you for all who participated in this Night Vigil – our next one will be on September 7th! 

         -Fr. Gill  



Mass Intentions 
 +  Denotes Deceased 
 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 
4:00     Msgr. DiGiovanni  
Sunday, June 9, 2019: Pentecost Sunday 
7:30   +Livia Guidastri Birthday Remembrance req. niece Rosemary Rebula  
10:00 +Ashley Getman req. Marc Valois and Michael Chesonis 
12:00 +Bernard Domonique 1 year Anniversary req. Christine Hylenski-Uzar and Family  
5:00   +Antonia Alagia    
Monday, June 10, 2019: The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
8:00   +Mary Louise Deluca req. Francis Deluca 
12:10 + Dr. Pat Santagata req. by his family 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019: Saint Barnabas  
8:00   +Huong Diep Do req. Thang Nguyen  
12:10   Fr. Audette  
Wednesday, June 12, 2019 
8:00   +Patrick Kane & Family req. Estate of Catherine Kane & Family 
12:10   Fr. Audette  
Thursday, June 13, 2019: Saint Anthony of Padua 
8:00     Thanksgiving req. Lilian Ramos 
12:10 +Benita "Rosina" Rebula req. daughter Rosemary Rebula 
Friday, June 14, 2019 
8:00   +Antonia Alagia req. Joe McAleer  
12:10   Sp. Int. of Cal Raiteri req. Rosario  
Saturday, June 15, 2019 
8:00   +Hope and Joseph McAleer req. McAleer family 
12:10   Prayers for the Rebello Family  
 
 
Baptisms: Are celebrated every day of the week, according to the schedule of the par ish 
priests and the families. Baptisms at St. John’s are one-family only ceremonies: never groups. 
For more information, please call the parish office (203-324-1553 ext. 1). Baptisms are offered 
for parishioners only. Baptisms are offered in English, French, Spanish, Italian, and 
Portuguese. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact and begin meeting with one of the par ish pr iests for at 
least 6 months before a hoped for wedding date at Saint John’s. Please call the parish office or 
one of the priests for an initial discussion. Weddings are offered for parishioners only.  
 

Holy Name Society: For men of the par ish, meets Fridays in the Rectory, 7-7:50 a.m. for 
coffee, Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction. All men are  welcome.  We finish in time for the 
8a.m. Mass.  
 

The Legion of Mary: Wednesday Evenings: 7:30 pm till 9:00 pm in the Msgr. Nagle Hall. 
    
 



Daily & Weekend Mass Schedule: 
Monday through Saturday:  8:00a.m. & 12:10p.m. 
 

Saturday (Sunday Vigil):  4:00p.m. (Hymns) 
Sunday:   7:30 a.m.  (No Music) 
    10:00 a.m. Family Mass     
     12noon  Solemn Mass(Gregorian 
Chant)     5:00 p.m.  (No Music)  
 

Holy Days of Obligation: 
- Vigil Mass (evening before):  5:15p.m. 
- Holy Day:  8:00a.m., 12:10p.m. & 5:15p.m. 
 

Confessions:  
(English, Francais, Espanol, Italiano, Portoguese, Deutsch). 

Mon-Fri: 11:30-11:50 a.m.  
Saturday:  3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00-7:25, 9:30-9:55, 11:30-11:55 a.m. 
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory. 
 

Baptism 
Parents must be parishioners of St. John’s. Please 
call the parish office: 203-324-1553, ext. 1. 
 

First Communion and Confirmation 
For information on Religious Education, please  
e-mail basilicareligioused@gmail.com  
attention Ms. Anne Marie Carpanzano. 
Confirmation is a two-year program.   
 

Sacramental Records  call the parish office,   
Mon-Fri: 9am -4:30pm: 203-324-1553 ext. 1.  
 

Marriage 
Engaged couples [bride or groom must be a St. John’s 
parishioner and attending Sunday Mass regularly] 
should contact one of the St. John’s parish priests at 
least 6 months in advance of the wedding. Marriages 
are not performed on Sundays at St. John’s.   
 

Sick Calls, First Friday Communion Calls, and 
the Anointing of the Sick: Our priests would be 
happy to bring Communion, hear Confession and 
administer the Sacrament of the Sick to anyone 
seriously ill, homebound or in the hospital. Please 
call the office: 203-324-1553 ext.1. 
 

Devotions 
 Miraculous Medal Novena:  Monday, following 

the  
 8:00 a.m. Mass. 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday, 

 following the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 12:00 p.m. 
 Daily Rosary following the 12:10 Mass: Mon-Sat. 
 

The Basilica of  St. John Bookstore Hours 
Sunday:     10:45a.m. - 12 Noon.  

.  

CHOIR ANNOUNCEMENT  
Anyone who has considered joining one 
of the Basilica’s choirs is encouraged to 
contact the choirmaster, Nick Botkins 

 
Choirmaster@StJohnBasilica.org 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 
Any student entering 8th grade, please 

contact Anne Marie at her email for more 
information about the pre-Confirmation 
program as registration has already be-

gun. Please note: Confirmation is a two-
year program, beginning with the  

pre-confirmation program. 
 

Religious Education Registration will 
begin this summer. Stay tuned for the 

electronic form to be posted on our web-
site. 

 
basilicareligioused@gmail.com  

ELECTRONIC  
GIVING 

 

We are now offering online giving on our 
website. Visit our website to signup and 
begin contributing automatically to our 
parish.  Also, available through the Our 
Sunday Visitor App on IPhone and An-
droid.  
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