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     Pastor’s Corner:  
 

 For most of us, Easter is over. While we might skip lightly past Easter, the Church does not, and 

celebrates Easter for 50 days, the amount of time Our Lord appeared in his resurrected body to 

His apostles and disciples. Why drag out Easter for 50 days?  

Here are a few reasons, expressed by some of the Church’s greatest early writers: 
 

“Beloved, the paschal [Easter] mystery is new and old, eternal and temporal, mortal and 

immortal. To the old belongs the Law of Moses, prefigurations, the sacrifice of sheep. To the 

new belongs the Word [Christ, Himself], grace, and the Lord’s life. ‘He [Jesus] was led like a 

sheep to the slaughter,’ [as scripture says] but he was not a sheep; he was slain ‘like the lamb 

that waits in silence,’ but he was not a lamb. God took the place of the lamb, a man [Jesus] 

took the place of the sheep, and the man is Christ, who sums up all things in himself. The 

sacrifice of the sheep, the celebration of Passover, and the writing of the Law [of Moses] 

pointed therefore to a fulfillment in Christ Jesus, for whose sake everything in the old covenant 

took place. For the Law of Moses gave way to the Word, as the old Law became the new; 

precept yielded to grace, image to reality, lamb to Son, sheep to man, and man to God. Though 

the Lord was God, he clad himself in manhood, having suffered for suffering mankind, having 

been bound for us who are captives of sin; He was condemned for the guilty, and buried for us, 

who was buried beneath the weight of sin, He rose from the dead and addressed his fellows: ‘I 

have released those who were condemned, given life to the dead, and brought the buried from 

their graves. Come, then, all you nations of men, who are joined in a brotherhood of sin, and 

receive forgiveness. For I am your forgiveness, the saving Passover Victim, the Lamb slain for 

you. I am your cleansing and life, your resurrection, light, and salvation, your King. I bring 

you with me to the heavenly realm. I shall raise you up and present you to my heavenly Father. I am 

mighty, and I shall exalt you.” [Melito of Sardis, Homily on the Paschal Mystery.] 
 

“In recalling the salvation given to us, St. Paul wrote: ‘As death entered the world 

through Adam, so salvation was restored through Christ’; and again, ‘The first man [Adam] 

was of the earth and earthly, the second [Jesus] from heaven and heavenly.’ He added:‘We 

carried in us the image of the earthly man,’ that is, of man grown old in sin; ‘let us carry in us 

the image of the heavenly man as well.’ That is, let us receive from Christ the saving grace of 

being redeemed and cleansed in him. As St. Paul says: Christ is the beginning, that is, the 

source, of resurrection and of life. Those who belong to Christ, that is, who live in sinlessness 

as he does, will be sure of sharing his resurrection and the heavenly glory he promises, for the 

Lord himself says: ‘He who follows me will not perish but will pass through death to life.’ The 

Savior’s suffering is thus mankind’s salvation. He willed to die for us that we who trust in him 

might live forever. He willed to become for a time what we are so that we might share his 

promised eternity and live forever with him. All this, then, is the grace proper to the heavenly 

mysteries which we are celebrating; it is the paschal gift given on this feast which we yearn for 

all year through, and it is the beginning of a new existence. Those reborn from the Church’s 

sacred baptismal font are clad in the simplicity of little children and give voice by their 

conduct to a sinless conscience. What day is Easter? The day that gave us the source of light 

and life, the Lord Jesus Christ, who said of himself: ‘I am the light of day; he who walks in 

that light shall not stumble,’ that is, he who wholly follows Christ shall pass in his footsteps 

into the land of eternal light.” [2nd century Easter homily]  
 

           —-Monsignor DiGiovanni 
 



Please pray for the sick:  Monsignor  DiGiovanni,  Timothy Lyons, Joseph A. Reda, Gary 

Vujs ,Thomas Timon, Margaret Jean Velanzon, Christopher Heap, Ruth Schlieper, John Walsh, 

Kendall Gleason, Frank Seely, Julia Olyveira, Karin Moberg, Gayle Moore, Tom McKee, Maggie 

Ward, Bill Baumann, Debbie Valentine, Fr. Richard Hinkley, Elaine Mellace, Richard Ridge, George 

Johnson, Lucy Esposito,  Isaac Georges, Elizabeth Caserta, Ruth Coyle, Yolanda Bove, Agnes 

Ostrowski, Marva Mitchell, Michael Cole, Wyanna Burke, Janet Caione, Joseph Kung, Michael 

Scully, Nyal Colies, Dorothy Keyes, Mary Duffy, Pat Farenga, Kenyon Jimmy Valcour, Jennifer 

Marciano, Timothy Lyons, Gene Gavin, Richard Ridge, June Roberts, Marie Cassis, Patricia Morgan, 

Vittorio Faugno, Dionysia Oliveira, Mary Ellen Callahan, Louise Wiles, Isaac Lopez, Ron Frasca, 

Lisa Giugno, Michele Giugno, Maria Trivino, Maria Gabriela Mossa, Paula Bennett, Mildred Beirne. 
 

Please pray for those who have recently died: Peter  Mangeni ,Lillian Torpin, Joseph E. Reda, 

Loretta Wallace, Fred Dunn, Shirley Mailhot, Roger Borrelli , Barbara Schuerger, Mary Bauer, Frank 

Santaro,  John G. Mossa, Sr., Marion Dal Molin, Todd Dowty, Gerald E. Clarke, Rosemarie C. 

Clarke, Joseph W. Evans.  
 

Our Lady's Altar Votive Light: Thanksgiving and petition for the Bayonne Family  

Catholic Home Missions Collection . . . Please drop your Catholic Home Missions Appeal 

envelope into the ONE basket that will be passed at the Offertory.  There will only be one collection 

today. 
       

Easter Duty: What makes you a Catholic? The fact that you are “IN Communion” with the 

Successor of Saint Peter, the pope, and an active member of the Body of Christ, the Catholic Church.  

We share the same Faith, the sign of that is receiving Holy Communion. The bottom line is that you 

receive Holy Communion: the Body and Blood of the Resurrected Christ—at least once each year. To 

receive Holy Communion you must be freed from serious, mortal sin, living a life of grace. The 

means you should also go to Confession  at least once each year. That is done at Easter—the Easter 

Duty.  Catholics are obliged to receive Holy Communion at least once between Easter [April 21] and 

Pentecost Sunday [June 9]. If you haven’t been to Confession for a while, you should repent of your 

sins and confess them as a preparation for receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 

 

Relic of the True Cross: Splinters of the actual Cross upon which Our  Lord suffered and died 

are displayed on the Saint Joseph side altar. Copies of Prayer before the Crucifix are provided for 

your devotion.           

Annual World Day of Prayers for China– A solemn Latin High Mass will be  celebrated by Fr . 

LaPastina  here at the Basilica on May 24th at 7PM. All are welcome!  

Electronic Giving: We are now offering online giving on our website. Visit our website to signup and 

begin contributing automatically to our parish.  Also, available through the Our Sunday Visitor App on 

IPhone and Android.  
 

ST. JOHN FISHER SEMINARY 2ND ANNUAL RECTOR’S DINNER – Bishop Frank Caggiano 

and Fr. Paul Check, Rector, cordially invite you to “Forming Fishers of Men,” the second 

annual fundraising dinner, on Saturday, May 18, at the Italian Center of Stamford, 1620 

Newfield Ave., Stamford. Cocktails at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m. Honorees include our 

Pastor and Founding Rector of the seminary, Msgr. DiGiovanni, and our dedicated 

parishioners, Judy & Phil DeFelice. Tickets still available; deadline is Monday, May 6. Please 

join us for this wonderful tribute to St. John's! For more information and tickets, call (203) 322-

5331; e-mail Events@StJohnFisherSeminary.org; or visit StJohnFisherSeminary.org. 



May 5th Sunday Readings:  ACTS 5:27-32, 40B-41 ,  REV 5:11-14, JN 21:1-19  
 

Baptism/Confirmation Sponsorship Certificate:  When asked to be a sponsor , a cer tificate is needed 

from your home parish. If the  priest does not know you personally, or by sight, the only other way of knowing 

you as a practicing Catholic is by confirming your mass attendance by your use of weekly envelopes.  
 

Birthright: seeks volunteers: Support women to bring their babies to term, providing pregnancy tests, con-

necting women with medical, financial, legal and other resources.  Flexible schedules; training provided. They 

are in need of maternity and baby clothes, all sizes and seasons. Call 203-348-4355 or www.birthright.org if 

you can help. 

Project Rachel Ministry: Offers free and confidential help to those seeking healing after  abor tion. Come 

back to God’s love and mercy. Call 203-895-3554 or  projectrachel@diobpt.org for more information. 
 

End Legalized Abortion:  Abor tions take place daily at Stamford’s Planned Parenthood, 35 Sixth 

Street.  Help us stop this by joining parishioners in front of the facility on Wednesday or Friday mornings, 

8am-10:30am, or even just for 30 minutes. We pray and silently bear witness to the sanctity of human life. Our 

presence has helped convince expectant mothers to spare their children. Call Noelle at 857-345-0808 for spe-

cialized training as a Sidewalk Counselor.        
 

Not Married in the Catholic Church? Please call the parish (203) 324-1553 or Fr. Gill at  to make an ap-

pointment, to discuss the Church’s teaching on marriage and the possibility of getting married in the Church. 

This also applies to those who want to learn more about seeking an annulment. 
 

Job Seekers: No April Meeting. Led by Melanie Szlucha whose company, Red Inc., is a leader  in helping 

find jobs. Meetings are held in Monsignor Nagle Hall on the 4th Wednesday of every month from 7:30 to 

9PM. Topics include Job Interviewing, Resumes, Networking and Job Search Strategies.  THERE IS NO 

CHARGE, this is free job coaching. Call Melanie Szlucha at 203-866-1606, or melanie@redincllc.com. 

Catholic Young Adults of Stamford: We are Catholic young adults in our  20s and 30s, We regular ly 

meet for social events and community service projects. Join us for our monthly Sunday dinner following 5pm 

Mass. Connect with us on Facebook or Meetup, or  email us at catholicyastamford@gmail.com               

FORMED: Sign Up at  BSTJE.FORMED.ORG  with Access Code WWT2NF: Formed is an online plat-

form that provides access to the best Catholic audio talks, movies, e-books, and video-based studies from 

trusted providers like the Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, Catholic Answers, Sophia Institute Press, and St. 

Paul Center– right at your fingertips, without cost.                 

St. John's Summer Ultimate Frisbee & Soccer League: St. John's is organizing a ser ies of summer  Ulti-

mate Frisbee/Soccer pickup games! They will take place on Monday evenings, 6:30-8:30pm, at Trinity Catho-

lic High School, starting on May 6th.. All skill levels and all ages welcome! (Those under 18 must attend with 

a parent). This will be a great chance to get some exercise and get to know your fellow parishioners! No cost, 

but RSVPs appreciated - contact Fr. Joseph for more information (frjosephgill@gmail.com).                       

Malta House Gala– Please join the Malta House in celebrating mothers and their  beautiful babies at the 

Malta House Gala on Saturday, May 11 at 6:30PM at the Country Club of Darien. For more information: 

www.maltahouse.org/events or 203-857-0088 

 

Weekly Sunday collection:  
    
     Sunday         April 14, 2019              $ 14,802.63 
     Sunday         April 15, 2018               $ 11,429.78 
  
 

 Please increase your Sunday offering by $5.00 each weekend. “I ask you one thing: do 
not tire of giving to God, but do not give your leftovers.”---Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta 

mailto:frjosephgill@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Parochial Vicar Column: 
 

 I have always loved stories of conversion. That point where we turn from our sin, where God’s grace 

breaks in and transforms us from the inside out. The Church is full of such stories of people who lived terribly 

sinful lives but in the end repented, accepting God’s Mercy. For example, I recently came across the following 

story of a condemned prisoner from France whose cause for canonization has been opened (from aletia.com): 

 

On October 1, 1950, a 27-year-old man was executed in Paris for murdering a police officer during a botched 

robbery. Jacques Fesch, the murderer, was a victim of neglect by his parents and the isolation and boredom 

that can accompany a life of privilege. He was a rake. He lived a restless life, wandering from relationship to 

relationship and job to job, eventually finding himself the father of an unwanted child in an unhappy marriage. 

However, like the “Prodigal Son”, Jacques also came to know the joy and peace of those who receive for-

giveness and unmerited, unconditional love. 

 

The three years that Jacques spent in solitary confinement, awaiting execution, were a time of conversion and 

transformation. He learned what it meant to love his young daughter and his mother. He found a friend and 

support in the prison chaplain. His cold indifference to his fate and the world around him—as well as his hos-

tile feelings toward God—gave way to a profound sense of sorrow for his crime and serenity rooted in prayer 

and faith. An unlikely mystic, his prison journals reveal a man whose life was transformed by God’s reconcil-

ing and healing love. Today, Jacques Fesch is being considered as a candidate for canonization. 

 

The lesson that Jacques Fesch learned during his years of imprisonment is the same as that learned by the 

younger son in the parable: We come to know ourselves through loss and it is then that we can become free to 

see who we really are and what we’re really made of. 

 

This gift of self-knowledge is, above all else, a lesson in humility—a simple and unimpeded view of ourselves 

as we are before God. Humility empowers us to leave behind the illusion of our self-sufficiency and self-love 

so that we can return home to the Father when we have wandered away.  

 

His Words of Wisdom: “May your love draw down upon you the mercy of the Lord, and may he let you see 

that within your soul a saint is sleeping. I shall ask him to make you so open and supple that you will be able 

to understand and do what he wants you to do. Your life is nothing; it is not even your own. Each time you say 

‘I’d like to do this or that,’ you wound Christ, robbing him of what is his. You have to put to death everything 

within you except the desire to love God. This is not at all hard to do. It is enough to have confidence and to 

thank the little Jesus for all the potentialities he has placed within you. You are called to holiness, like me, like 

everyone, don’t forget.” —Jacques Fesch (in a letter to his mother) 

 

 This is the story of Divine Mercy – that a sinner might become a saint, that a condemned man might 

receive the most profound forgiveness, that a hard heart might be broken open by the invasion of Love. 

 

 It is so fitting that right after Easter we celebrate Divine Mercy. The very first and greatest gift Christ 

could have given us after His Resurrection was the forgiveness of sins. On the Cross, Jesus defeated sin once 

and forever – but now He applies that mercy to the souls of all on the “evening of that first day of the week”. 

Now, because of the Paschal Mystery, all souls are invited to lay claim to that mercy Christ has won for us on 

the Cross! 

All of Fr. Joseph’s homilies are available online on a blog. Please visit http://thecrossstands.blogspot.com to 

enjoy spiritual nourishment throughout the week!  

                                                  -Fr. Gill 

http://thecrossstands.blogspot.com


Mass Intentions 
 +  Denotes Deceased 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 

4:00     Sp. Intentions of the Jagodzinksi Family  

Sunday, April 28, 2019: Divine Mercy Sunday 

7:30     In thanksgiving for all our blessings 

10:00 +Claire Manos req. The Pinto Family  

12:00 +John R. Labati req. Martha Dombrowski  

5:00   +Jane Wozniak  

Monday, April 29, 2019: Saint Catherine of Siena 

8:00     Paula Ellis req. Dean and Anna Dewy 

12:10   Sp. Int. of Gail Piria req. family 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019: Saint Pius 

8:00   +Patrick Kane & Family req. Estate of Catherine Kane & Family 

12:10 +Maryann Harkins req. Dr. Joseph McAleer  

Wednesday, May 1, 2019: Saint Joseph the Worker 

8:00   +Emma Rebula req. grandchildren 

12:10 +Peter Mangeni req. family  

Thursday, May 2, 2019: Saint Athanasius  

8:00   +Dr. Pat Santagata req. by his family 

12:10 +Zeft Gyste Vulaj req. Age  

Friday, May 3, 2019: Saints Philip and James 

8:00      Msgr. Stephen M. DiGiovanni req. St. John's Holy Name Society 

12:10    Sp. Int. Heloise Nana  

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

8:00      Marjorie Zappe req. Dean and Anna Dewey  

12:10    Yvonne Saint Preuve req. Fancia Saint Preuve 
 

 

Baptisms: Are celebrated every day of the week, according to the schedule of the par ish 

priests and the families. Baptisms at St. John’s are one-family only ceremonies: never groups. 

For more information, please call the parish office (203-324-1553 ext. 1). Baptisms are offered 

for parishioners only. Baptisms are offered in English, French, Spanish, Italian, and 

Portuguese. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact and begin meeting with one of the par ish pr iests for at 

least 6 months before a hoped for wedding date at Saint John’s. Please call the parish office or 

one of the priests for an initial discussion. Weddings are offered for parishioners only.  
 

Holy Name Society: For men of the par ish, meets Fridays in the Rectory, 7-7:50 a.m. for  

coffee, Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction. All men are  welcome.  We finish in time for the 

8a.m. Mass.  
 

The Legion of Mary: Wednesday Evenings: 7:30 pm till 9:00 pm in the Msgr. Nagle Hall. 
    

 



Daily & Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Monday through Saturday:  8:00a.m. & 12:10p.m. 
 

Saturday (Sunday Vigil):  4:00p.m. (Hymns) 

Sunday:   7:30 a.m.  (No Music) 

    10:00 a.m. Family Mass     

     12noon  Solemn Mass (Gregorian Chant) 

    5:00 p.m.  (No Music)  
 

Holy Days of Obligation: 
- Vigil Mass (evening before):  5:15p.m. 

- Holy Day:  8:00a.m., 12:10p.m. & 5:15p.m. 
 

Confessions:  
(English, Francais, Espanol, Italiano, Portoguese, Deutsch). 

Mon-Fri: 11:30-11:50 a.m.  

Saturday:  3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00-7:25, 9:30-9:55, 11:30-11:55 a.m. 

Anytime by appointment in the Rectory. 
 

Baptism 
Parents must be parishioners of St. John’s. Please 

call the parish office: 203-324-1553, ext. 1. 
 

First Communion and Confirmation 
For information on Religious Education, please  

e-mail basilicareligioused@gmail.com  

attention Ms. Anne Marie Carpanzano. Confirmation 

is a two-year program.   
 

Sacramental Records  call the parish office,   

Mon-Fri: 9am -4:30pm: 203-324-1553 ext. 1.  
 

Marriage 
Engaged couples [bride or groom must be a St. John’s 

parishioner and attending Sunday Mass regularly] 

should contact one of the St. John’s parish priests at 

least 6 months in advance of the wedding. Marriages 

are not performed on Sundays at St. John’s.   
 

Sick Calls, First Friday Communion Calls, and 

the Anointing of the Sick: Our priests would be 

happy to bring Communion, hear Confession and 

administer the Sacrament of the Sick to anyone 

seriously ill, homebound or in the hospital. Please 

call the office: 203-324-1553 ext.1. 
 

Devotions 
 Miraculous Medal Novena:  Monday, following the  

 8:00 a.m. Mass. 

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday, 

 following the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 12:00 p.m. 

 Daily Rosary following the 12:10 Mass: Mon-Sat. 
 

The Basilica of  St. John Bookstore Hours 
Sunday:     10:45a.m. - 12 Noon.  

Thursday:  11:30a.m. -  1:00p.m. (Closed during Mass) 

Friday:       11:30a.m. -  1:00p.m. (Closed during Mass) 

CHOIR ANNOUNCEMENT  
Anyone who has considered joining one of 

the Basilica’s choirs is encouraged to con-

tact the choirmaster, Nick Botkins 
 

Choirmaster@StJohnBasilica.org 

Religious Education Announcement 

 

Next Sunday, May 5th is the last day of 

classes for Grades 1-7 for the 2018-2019 

school year. Please see the bulletin begin-

ning in June regarding information on 

how to register for the 2019-2020 Reli-

gious Ed year.  

 
Any student entering 8th grade, please 

contact Anne Marie at her email for more 

information about the pre-Confirmation 

program as registration has already be-

gun. Please note: Confirmation is a two-

year program, beginning with the  

pre-confirmation program. 

 

basilicareligioused@gmail.com 


